ENDS AND MEANS
gulfs which separate human beings of unlike temperaments
and different degrees of ability do not extend over the
entire field of the personality. The inhabitants of the high-
lands of Arizona are cut off from one another by the mile-
deep abyss of the Grand Canyon. But if they follow the
Colorado River down towards its mouth they find them-
selves at last in the plains at a point where the stream can
be conveniently bridged. Somediing analogous is true in
the psychological world. Human beings may be separated
by differences of intellectual ability as wide and deep as the
Grand Canyon, may peer at one another, uncomprehend-
ing, across great gulfs of temperamental dissimilarity. But
it is always in their power to move away from the terri-
tories in which these divisions exist; it is always possible
for them, if they so desire, to find in the common world of
action, the site for a broad and substantial bridge connecting
even the most completely incommensurable of psycho-
logical universes. It is the business of the large-scale
reformer so to arrange the structure" of society that no
impediment shall be put in the way of bridge-building.- It
is the business of educators and religious teachers to per-
suade individual men and women that bridge-building is
desirable and to teach them at the same time how to trans-
late mere theory and platonic good resolutions into actual
practice.
Impediments to bridge-building will be most numerous
in communities where inequalities of income (and, along
with them, inequalities of education) are very great and
where the social pattern is hierarchical and authoritarian.
They will be fewest in communities where the principle of
self-government is most widely applied, where responsible
group-life is most intense, and where inequalities of income
and education are small. Feudalism, capitalism and mili-
tary dictatorship (whether accompanied by public owner-
ship of the means of production or not) are almost equally
168